


Dear Partners in Ministry, 

 

I am so thankful that God is using us to minister to more than we ever dreamed or 

imagined.  As we plan to expand our facilities to make room for more, I’m asking  

you to consider praying and fasting with me and our leadership during the next 28 

days.  This simple devotional will help us to keep our focus on God and the ministry 

He has called us to as we make plans to welcome more people. 

 

It’s not always easy to take time and speak to God in prayer.  The world is pulling for 

our attention; we’ve got to be willing to set everything aside so God has our full at-

tention.  But when we are willing to silence everything in order to talk to God, He 

takes that very seriously and listens intently.  Did you know God desires to hear from 

you, He wants to hear about your needs and the desires of your heart.  Just think of it, 

the God who spoke the stars into their place who divided the sea for His children to 

walk through it on dry ground, and who rose from the dead has found your every 

word captivating.  God honors your prayers and answers your petitions.   

 

When you pray, our Lord hears, when Jesus hears, prayers are answered and visions 

become realities.  When prayers are answered the world is changed! 

 

This 28 Day Devotional Guide is designed to help all of us seek God’s guidance and 

direction concerning our church.  We are asking everyone who calls Bethany Chris-

tian their church to consider a time of prayer and, if you are willing, fasting during 

this 28 day period.  Jesus practiced fasting and encouraged His followers to do the 

same.  The Bible tells us that prayer and fasting are to be considered in the life of a 

believer.  Prayer and fasting is a discipline that seeks to recapture our hunger for 

God.  It says, “God, I’m willing to forgo everything in order to be in Your presence, 

to hear Your voice.”  Ezra 8:23 says, “So we fasted and petitioned our God about 

this, and He answered our Prayer.”  So I’m asking you to consider how God might 

lead you to fast. 

 

For some, medical reasons prevent food fasting.  If that is true of you, fast some read-

ing time, television time or some activity time and give that time to prayer.  I believe 

that if we all make a concerted effort to pray and fast as a church during these 28 

days and beyond, God will hear and answer our prayers. 

 

Our desire is to walk this journey together, to encourage and grow one another in the 

faith, allowing God to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work within us (Eph. 3:20) 
 

 

 

 

 
                                 Matt Merold  
 

 

        



The Discipline of Fasting 
 

Excerpts from Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster 

 
 

What is Fasting? 
 

Throughout Scripture, fasting refers to abstaining from food for spiritual         

purposes. It stands in contrast to the hunger strike, or for health reasons such as 

dieting. Biblical fasting always centers on spiritual purposes. 

 

 

Scripture Describes Different Types of Fasts 
 

The Normal Fast This involved abstaining from all food, solid or liquid, but 

not from water. In the forty-day fast of Jesus, we are told that “He ate               

nothing” and toward the end of the fast that “He was hungry” and that Satan 

tempted Him to eat, indicating that the abstaining was from food, but not from 

water. (Luke 4:2) 

 

The Partial Fast The Bible describes what could be considered a partial fast: 

that is, there is a restriction of diet, but not total abstention. Although the         

normal fast seemed to be the custom with the prophet Daniel, there was an 

occasion where for three weeks he “ate no delicacies, no meat or wine entered 

my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all.” (Daniel 10:3) 

 

The Absolute Fast There are several examples in Scripture of what has 

rightly been called an “absolute fast,” or an abstaining from both food and wa-

ter. It usually appears as a desperate measure to meet a dire emergency. Upon     

learning that execution awaited her and her people, Esther instructed Mordecai, 

“Go, gather all the Jews…and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor 

drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as you 

do.”  (Esther 4:16) Paul engaged in a three-day absolute fast following his  

encounter with the living Christ. (Acts 9:9) It must be underscored that the 

absolute fast is the exception and should never be engaged in unless one has a 

very clear command from God, and then for not more than three days. 

 

 

Is Fasting a Commandment? 
 

Nowhere in Scripture do we find Biblical laws that require regular fasting, nor 

do we find a direct command to fast. What we do find are examples of many 

biblical personages to whom fasting was a regular part of their lives: Moses, 

the lawgiver; David, the king; Elijah, the prophet; Esther, the queen; Daniel, 

the seer; Anna, the prophetess; Paul, the apostle; and Jesus Christ, the incarnate 

Son.  

 



Jesus gives instruction on fasting in the Sermon on the Mount. He states: “And 

wherever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites 

do.” (Matthew 6:16) Jesus did not say “If you fast,”  neither did He say “You 

must fast.” He seemed to make the assumption that people would fast, and 

what was needed was instruction on how to do it properly. 

 

 

The Purpose of Fasting 
 

Fasting Must Center on God It should draw us closer to God, where we will 

experience a deeper relationship with Him. Like Anna, in Luke 2:37, we 

should be “worshipping with fasting.” 

 

Fasting Reveals the Things that Control Us We tend to cover up what is    

inside us with food and other good things, but in fasting these things surface. If 

pride controls us, it will be revealed almost immediately. David said, “I              

humbled my soul with fasting.” (Psalm 69:10) Anger, bitterness, jealousy, 

strife, fear, if they are within us, they will surface during fasting. We can            

rejoice in this knowledge because we know that healing is available through 

the power of Christ. 

 

Fasting Helps Us Keep Our Balance in Life How easily we begin to allow 

nonessentials to take precedence in our lives. How quickly we crave things we 

do not need until we are enslaved by them. Paul wrote, “All things are lawful 

for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything.” (1 Corinthians 6:12) “I        

pommel my body and subdue it.” (1 Corinthians:27) David wrote, “I afflicted 

myself with fasting.” (Psalm 35:13) That is not asceticism; it is discipline-and 

discipline brings freedom. 



How to Have a Spiritual Fast 
 

 
Purify your Motives The purpose of a spiritual fast is to focus upon and           

worship God, not to lose weight, go on a hunger strike, save money on food, 

etc. 

 

“And whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for 

they neglect their appearance in order to be seen fasting by men. Truly I say to 

you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you fast, anoint your head, 

and wash your face so that you may not be seen fasting by men, but by your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.” 

Matthew 6:16-18. 

 

Begin with a Partial Fast It is wise to learn to walk well before we try to run. 

Many people find that beginning with a twenty-four hour fast from lunch to 

lunch works well. This would mean that you would not eat two meals. Fresh 

fruit juices are excellent to consume during this time. You may be fascinated 

with the physical aspects, but the most important thing to monitor is the inner 

attitude of worship. Outwardly you will be performing the regular duties of 

your day, but inwardly you will be in prayer and adoration, song and ministry 

to the Lord. 

 

Progress to a Twenty-Four Hour Fast Use only water, but use healthy 

amounts of it. You will probably feel some hunger pains or discomfort before 

the time is up. That is not real hunger; your stomach has been trained through 

years of conditioning to give signals of hunger at certain hours. In many ways 

your stomach is like a spoiled child, and spoiled children do not need                

indulgence, they need discipline! Tell your “spoiled child” to calm down and 

in a brief time the hunger pains will pass. You are to be the master of your 

stomach, not its slave. 

 

Fasting can have a powerful impact on your spiritual life. Consider a regular 

discipline of fasting one day a week for six months. Spend the time you usually 

spend eating in prayer and directing your heart to seek His face.  



4 Weeks of Devotion, Prayer and Fasting 
 

“So we fasted and petitioned our God about this,  

and He answered our prayer.” Ezra 8:23 

 
Place a check in the box next to each day’s entry as you complete it.                

An additional space is provided for another reader.  

  Day One   Monday, October 6     

  Day Two   Tuesday, October 7     

  Day Three   Wednesday, October 8     

  Day Four   Thursday, October 9     

  Day Five   Friday, October 10     

  Day Six   Saturday, October 11     

  Day Seven   Sunday, October 12     

  Day Eight   Monday, October 13     

  Day Nine   Tuesday, October 14     

  Day Ten   Wednesday, October 15     

  Day Eleven   Thursday, October 16     

  Day Twelve   Friday, October 17     

  Day Thirteen   Saturday, October 18     

  Day Fourteen   Sunday, October 19     

  Day Fifteen   Monday, October 20     

  Day Sixteen   Tuesday, October 21     

  Day Seventeen   Wednesday, October 22     

  Day Eighteen   Thursday,  October 23     

  Day Nineteen   Friday, October 24     

  Day Twenty   Saturday, October 25     

  Day Twenty-one   Sunday, October 26     

  Day Twenty-two   Monday, October27     

  Day Twenty-three   Tuesday, October 28     

  Day Twenty-four   Wednesday, October 29     

  Day Twenty-five   Thursday, October 30     

  Day Twenty-six   Friday, October 31     

  Day Twenty-seven   Saturday, November 1     

  Day Twenty-eight   Sunday, November 2     



Day One, October 6, 2014 

The Testing of Faith 
 

Read: Hebrews 11:17-19 
 
Abraham had to wait 25 years before the promised son was born. By then he 

was 100 years old; his wife, Sarah, was 90. Yet God blessed them with the 

birth of a child. They named their son Isaac, meaning “laughter”, for he 

brought unspeakable joy to them. 

 

After Isaac had grown into young manhood, the word of God came once again 

to Abraham. He commanded: “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you 

love, and go to the region of Moriah.” The message continued: “Sacrifice him 

there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 

about” (Genesis 22:2). 

 

Still believing, Abraham obeyed the voice of God and took his boy on that 

long, agonizing trip to the bleak slopes of Moriah. Though he did not compre-

hend God’s purpose, Abraham’s faith was not shaken. He complied with the 

instructions, placing his dear son on the altar and raising a knife in order to take 

the life of his son. In the very act of lifting the knife to slay his son, God 

stopped him. He commanded Abraham to kill a ram caught in a nearby bush 

instead of his son. 

 
 
 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. What do you have in common with Abraham? 
 

2. Has God ever required you to “do the impossible?” 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Today, pray for God to increase our faith in Him, and truly believe that He can 
do the impossible and the unbelievable. Specifically, you can pray that God will 
help us as a church to give generously toward increasing our ministry space as 
we make room for more. 



Day Two, October 7, 2014 

What is Faith? 
 

Hebrews 11:7 
 

In order to tap the endless resources of God, the believer must exercise faith by 

acting in obedience to God’s Word. As the Apostle Paul explained to the    

Romans, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 

10:17). When one is prompted by the Word of God or by the leadership of the 

Spirit, obedience to that prompting is an expression of faith. Such a response 

enables one to enter into partnership with God, and gives the assurance of suc-

cess even though the end may not be in sight. 

 

When Noah was directed by God to build an ark, he obeyed by starting a    

project which lasted for 100 years. Noah had never experienced a flood, nor 

had he even seen rain, yet he obeyed with regard only for the Lord. Since the 

command of God came without a specific schedule, Noah had to believe and 

act accordingly because faith has no time limit. 

 
 
 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. How did Noah respond to the things that he could not see? 
 

2. What was the result of his faith? 
 

3. Are there areas in your life that you are still standing in faith for God to  
    supply? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that each person at Bethany Christian Church would seek God’s will for 
them with great faith.  Also, pray that the Lord would show you exactly what He 
wants you to do in our next big steps together. 



Day Three, October 8, 2014 

Why do We Need Faith? 
 

Hebrews 11:6 
 
A personal relationship with God is established by faith and a continuous    

fellowship with God is maintained by faith. Paul told the Colossians, “As you 

have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.”   (Col. 2:6). 

We receive Him by faith, and we walk in Him by faith. 

 

Second Kings, chapter 5 records the story of Naaman, a powerful Syrian leader 

who was suffering from leprosy. Someone told him that Elisha, the man of 

God, could possibly heal him, so he sought the prophet’s help. Elisha          

instructed Naaman to wash himself seven times in the Jordan River to be 

healed. Naaman became angry at such a ridiculous suggestion. He wanted  

Elisha to stand on the name of the Lord, wave his hand over him, and be cured 

(2 Kings 5:11). At first he refused, but without any other remedy, Naaman at 

last went to the river and was healed. The act made no human sense, but in the 

divine plan, it was an act of faith. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. Why do we need faith? 
 

2. Identify one thing in your life that would require an act of faith to accomplish.        
     
3. Determine to do that thing, and keep a record of the evidence of God’s               
    blessing on obedience in that behavior. Share the results. 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray today for boldness and courage in your life and in the heart of our church 
family. Ask God to take away any fear and replace it with peace, confidence 
and faith. 



Acting on the Promises 
 

Psalm 145:13 
 

William Tyndale was perhaps the most important person in the history of the 

English Bible. He was, in fact, not only the father of the modern English Bible, 

but the father of the modern English language. His translation, first published 

in 1525, and used subsequently in virtually every other major translation for 

hundreds of years to follow, was the new standard for English expression. By 

quoting the Bible, Shakespeare quotes Tyndale more than 5,000 times. 

 

Tyndale did not live an easy life. He was hunted, persecuted and eventually 

killed by those who considered his work evil. Putting the Scriptures in a       

language common people could read? Preposterous! Yet he pursued this goal 

because he was motivated to communicate what he considered the “lost      

message of the church”—the message of faith. Tyndale defined faith as “acting 

on the promises of God.” It’s doubtful we could come up with a better          

definition. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. What promises are implied in today’s scripture verse? 
 

2. How does God respond to His promises? 
 

3. How should we respond to God? 
 

4. How are you exercising faith today? What promises are you claiming  
    and how are you living out that reality? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Today, thank God for His faithfulness in answering our prayers in regards to 
Bethany Christian Church. Thank Him for His faithfulness to His promises. Pray 
that we will focus on opportunities to share Christ with others so that He can 
change their lives. What a promise! The promise of eternal life! Pray today for 
God to give you a heart for the people of Southern Indiana, the United States 
and the world that do not know Christ.  

Day Four, October 9, 2014 



Day Five, October 10, 2014 

How to Walk by Faith 
 

Hebrews 11:1-31 
 

George Mueller hadn’t faced a situation quite like it. Before him were 120  orphans, 

expectantly seated at long dinner tables. But something at this mealtime tested the met-

tle of Mueller’s heart. On the dinner plates at that table was…nothing but water. Eager 

faces looked toward him, as if to say, “What’s for dinner?” But he didn’t know; the 

cupboard was bare and the icebox was empty. There was no milk, and no money to buy 

food or drink. 

 

What was George to do? It didn’t take long for him to decide. He would do what he had 

done every other mealtime. He would instruct the children to bow their heads and join 

him in thanking God for the meal they were about to eat. He would praise God for the 

faithfulness of His provision. And so he did. Mueller prayed simply, directly, and with a 

heart filled with faith. 

 

When the “amen” was pronounced, the plates were still empty. But as the eyes of those 

120 youngsters turned again to the head table, a knock sounded at the door. One of the 

boys was sent to answer. A moment later, he called out, “Mr. Mueller, it’s the vegetable 

man! He’s got a lot of stuff for us!” “Coincidentally,” there were many vegetables that 

would spoil if he didn’t do something with them. While the vegetables were being un-

loaded, another        person came to the door-the butcher! He had run out of ice at the 

end of a hot day and faced the prospect of awful, rotting meat. Could the orphanage use 

it? No sooner had he spoken the words than another amazing “coincidence”         oc-

curred. The milkman’s wagon pulled up, overloaded with milk and dairy products and 

needing desperately to do something with them! 

 

Needless to say, it was quite a banquet that night. And it was the finest lesson in faith 

those orphans had ever received. Would the same thing have happened had Mueller not 

prayed, believing God for His provision ahead of time for it? We don’t know, but we do 

know that Jesus said we have not because we ask not. And we know that His will for us 

is to walk by faith, not by sight. 

 
 
Things to Consider: 
 
1.  Do you have the faith to trust God for His provision? 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Pray today that God will be honored in every aspect of our growth. Thank Him 
for keeping His hand on us. Pray that our motivation will be pure in attempting 
this work for Him. Pray that Christ will become better known to more people as 
we move walls and expand our ministry space.  



Day Six, October 11, 2014 

Seeing the Impossible 
 

Genesis 18:14 and Numbers 11:23 
 
Historical records are filled with the amazing (and often amusing) words of 

men whose vision was clouded on some important subjects. 
 

On World Population… “The earth’s population decreases every day. If this 

continues, in another ten centuries, the earth will be nothing but a desert.” 

Montesquieu, 1743 
 

On Anesthesia… “The abolishment of pain in surgery is a chimera. It is       

absurd to go on seeking it today. Knife and pain are two words in surgery that 

must forever be associated in the consciousness of the patient. To this compul-

sory combination we shall have to adjust ourselves.” Dr. Alfred Velpeau, 1839 

 

On the Atomic Bomb… “That is the biggest fool thing we have ever done. The 

bomb will never go off, and I speak as an expert in explosives.” Admiral         

William Leahy to President Harry Truman, 1945 

 

Though well meaning, these men just didn’t see things in the right way. They 

looked at the natural world and concluded that certain things simply were not 

possible. As we consider their worlds, let’s be encouraged to look at the          

spiritual world and conclude that nothing is impossible for God.  

 
 
 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. How would you answer the questions? Is anything too difficult for God?   
     
2. What do the following verses promise: Jeremiah 32:17; Matthew 19:26;   
    Luke 1:37 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Three times we are told that nothing is impossible with God. Many other places 
in the Bible we see God do the impossible. Let’s trust God to do what might 
appear to be the impossible with Bethany Christian Church. Today, pray about 
our need to have 20/20 spiritual vision. Pray that through our cooperation with 
The Accomplisher of the impossible, the entire church family will experience the 
unifying power of seeing and believing God for something that is far beyond 
what we could ask or think. 



Day Seven, October 12, 2014 

Looking Above and Beyond (Part One) 
 

John 4:34-36 
 

Imagine this scene… 

 

Jesus is gathered with a small group of followers on a hillside over-looking the 

area surrounding our church. With a sweeping gesture of His hand, He says, 

“Some think there are still four months until the harvest, but I say, lift up your 

eyes and look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest.” The            

followers squint their eyes, straining to see what Jesus sees, but they recognize 

no gleaming fields of grain. They only see brick and mortar, wood and                 

shingles, roads of asphalt and streams of vehicles. With puzzled expressions 

they turn to Him and ask, “Where exactly is the grain ready to harvest?” 

Knowing their hearts, He says, “I’m not talking about a physical harvest of 

grain, but a spiritual harvest of people.” Patiently, He continues, “You must 

look above and beyond the distractions to see the people. It is to them that I 

came to give life and give it more abundantly.” 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. What does Jesus see in the future for the people of Bethany Christian  
    Church? 
 

2. What are we to do? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Right now, at this crucial moment in the history of our church, God is checking 
our vision. He wants us to seek and love everyone in order to lead them into an 
authentic and growing relationship with Him. Today, pray for the staff of the 
church, the Ministry team and the Giving to Grow Campaign leadership team. 
Pray that our church would keep a clear focus on knowing and serving God. 
Pray that we would stay on course with God’s will for Bethany Christian Church. 

 



Day Eight, October 13, 2014 

Looking Above and Beyond (Part Two) 
 

John 3:16 
 

As we look above and beyond, we see thousands upon thousands of people all 

around us who need to hear the message of Christ. Some, like overly ripe grain, 

are falling away, never to hear this message. Many, many more are waiting to 

be harvested by faithful people. Who will reach out to lead these individuals 

into an authentic and growing relationship with Jesus Christ? 

 

We must take on this challenge. We must connect with them and then invite 

them to our church. We must open our hearts to receive them with love and 

acceptance. Our current building is no longer meeting our ministry needs and is 

inaccessible to those who have problems climbing the many flights of stairs.  It 

is vital that we see this as a challenge and not a problem. This demands the 

right spiritual vision. We must look above and beyond. In the months ahead, 

together, we are going to believe God to give us the insight—and the fore-

sight—to do great things for His sake. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. What is God’s desire for everyone in this world? 
 

2. Read Ephesians 4:11-14. What is God’s desire for our Christian  
    “development?” 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Today, pray for an opportunity to share the love of Christ with one person, ask 
God to enable to see people like Jesus saw them and to envision them with the 
Gospel. Imagine what a difference there would be in the life of that individual, 
and their world, if they were “equipped” as described in Ephesians 4. Pray that 
our church family will always have a passion and love for others in our commu-
nity and that we will not waiver in following God’s plan for the transformation of 
folks in our sphere of influence. 



Don’t Let the Fire Go Out! 
 

Nehemiah, Chapters 1 and 2 
 

For every Olympics, a flame is lit from the eternal Olympic flame in Greece 

and then it is carried to wherever the Olympic Games are being held.          

Volunteers and heroes from all over America carried torches holding the flame 

from place to place. 

 

In 1996, when the summer Olympic Games were held in Atlanta, Georgia, a 

man named Harley Sheffield had the honor of carrying the flame through a 

portion of Jackson, Mississippi. As he was crossing the Tacoma Narrows 

Bridge with the torch in hand, the expansion grates on the bridge blew a tire 

out on his bike. The torch popped out of its holder, fell onto the bridge, and 

broke into pieces. The Olympic flame was extinguished. 

 

Sheffield was horrified. They would have to go all the way back to Greece and 

start over again! He would go down in history as the man that allowed the 

flame to go out! His panic was unnecessary because a “mother flame” was  

present in a trailing van as well as a replacement torch. Thus he could resume 

his duty and the Olympic flame traveled onward. 

 

This story provides a great illustration of our walk with God. Too many times 

we stumble and allow our flame to go out. If your flame has been doused, there 

is not a “mother flame” to restore it. But there is a “Father flame” who stands 

ready to light your torch today and He will keep it lit. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. Have there been times in your life when you really felt like you were moving in 
the right direction with God? 

 

2. Have you experienced times when you feel, like Harry Sheffield, as though  
    you used to be “on track” but that somehow you fell off? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that God will light our spiritual torches with the oil of the Holy Spirit. Pray 
that Bethany Christian Church will always be on fire for the Lord. Ask God to 
make your spiritual flame burn brighter (increase your faith). Ask Him how He 
would be pleased to breath new life into each heart He involves in our ministry 
together. 

Day Nine, October 14, 2014 



Famous Last Words 
 

John 17 
 

Moments before the resurrected Jesus returned triumphantly to heaven, He left 

His disciples with this promise:  “Y ou will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8, NIV).  After He spoke these 

words, Jesus ascended before their very eyes. 

 

Those who were assembled with Jesus that day were no doubt profoundly   

affected by everything He did and said following the Resurrection. They took it 

all to heart. But the promise wasn’t exclusively for them, any more than the 

hundreds of other promises in God’s Word were meant only for the relative 

handful of people who originally heard or read them. 

 

In the New Testament there is what we might call a “pass-it-on” principle:  

What we receive in spiritual truth and blessing we are to pass on to others.  The 

imperative of Jesus’ Great Commission is to make disciples—to impart to  

others the essentials of faith in Christ and obedience to him.  That is our 

church’s primary commitment. 

 

In the “true” Lord’s Prayer, recorded in John 17, Jesus prayed for spiritual 

fruitfulness and unity among the disciples.  And He said, “My prayer is not for 

them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their        

message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 

you” (John 17:20-21, NIV).  The plan and the promises of God encompass all 

believers, not just those who were blessed to literally see and hear the Messiah. 

 

 

 
 

Things to Consider: 
 

1. Was Jesus’ promise only for those disciples who were physically present that 
    day and heard His actual words?  The answer carries vital implications for us 
    as believers in our church today. 
 

2. What lasting things do you hope to pass on to others? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray today that our entire church family will have the spiritual vision to see the 
reality of these truths and to act in obedience to them. 

Day Ten, October 15, 2014 



Day Eleven, October 16, 2014 

Seeing the God Who is Greater 
 

Acts 4 
 
Acts chapter 4 describes the bold ministry of Peter and John, and the price they paid for 

proclaiming the Message.  Because they would not keep quiet about their 

Lord...because they were convinced that their silence would carry eternal consequenc-

es...because their faith was in the One whose Name is above all others...they didn’t give 

up or give in.  Although the authorities demanded that they cease to teach about Jesus or 

even to speak His name, they refused and were persecuted. 

 

When Peter and John were released that day, they returned to their fellow Christians and 

joined them in praying to the God who is greater.  All the     believers recognized the 

risks they were taking, but in the larger context, the threats didn’t matter.  Consequent-

ly, their prayer was not filled with expressions of anxiety; instead, it overflowed with 

the promises of Scripture.  Their emotions and thoughts were anchored in the reality of 

who God is.  No one pretended that the circumstances were pleasant, but everyone con-

fessed two essential truths—that God is sovereign and that He is forever the Creator. 

 

The same God to whom those first century disciples devoted their lives, that same Sov-

ereign Lord and Creator, is our God.  And when we pray to Him, we are confessing 

confidence in the One who is greater.  In response to our prayer He can create new dis-

positions in the hearts of our opponents.  He can create a thirst for Jesus in the hearts of 

those who once rejected the Gospel.  He can create circumstances to override the pre-

vailing circumstances.  And He can do all this because He is greater than all. 

 

 

 

Things To Consider: 
 
1.  How must we respond to mountainous challenges? 
 
2. Do you believe God’s vision for our church is bigger than our own visions? 
 
 
Prayer Focus:   
 
We face mountainous challenges. Pray that we have the spiritual vision to see 
that He, as the God who is greater, can cast those mountains into the sea or 
reduce them to a plain path.  Pray today about a “mountain” you are facing, and 
pray also about the “mountain” we face. The next part of our journey is up, God 
will supply all the courage, strength and perseverance we shall need. We take 
each step in the Authority of Christ’s Name. Let’s believe God together! 



Day Twelve, October 17, 2014 

Commitment...Because We’re Blessed 
 

Proverbs 11:25 
 

There are two seas in the Holy Land.  The northern sea, called the Sea of   Galilee, is 

one of the land’s most beautiful features.  Fed by the Jordan River, it waters fertile val-

leys and helps produce a bounty of fruits and vegetables.  Fishermen still ply its depths, 

finding sustenance and profit. 

 

This is the sea that Jesus loved.  He knew its waters in stillness and in storm.  Upon its 

banks He taught many parables, spent many nights, and worked His miracles of love 

and compassion. 

 

The southern sea, further down the Jordan River, differs greatly from Galilee.  Its air is 

filled with the stench of debris and filth.  No man or beast will drink from its bitter wa-

ters.  No children play along its polluted shores, for this is a lifeless sea.  Its very name 

reveals its nature:  The Dead Sea. 

 

Both seas are fed by the same river.  But why the stark difference?  It’s because the 

Dead Sea has an inlet to receive the fresh waters, but no outlet to send them on.  The 

fresh waters pour in...only to stagnate and decay. 

 

Can you think of people like this?  People who are greedy and selfish, thinking only of 

getting more and more for themselves?  They are like the man in the parable who 

sought to build bigger barns to protect his increase, never realizing the true nature of his 

riches. 

 

Our challenge, and our commitment, must be to be “Galilee Christians” — giving out as 

freely and readily as we take in.  For only by living in this way will we be as healthy 

and joyous as God desires us to be.  As Proverbs 11:25 (NIV) says, “A generous man 

will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” 

 

 

Things to Consider: 
 
1.  Does God desire for us to be an inlet with no outlet? 
 
2.  What is God calling you to do today? 
 
3. How will you express your commitment? 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Pray we give freely and generously to expand the Kingdom of Christ. Praying  
that Bethany Christian Church lives out this lesson of Scripture. Pray that we 
discover the joy of the Galilee principle… giving = life...hoarding = death. 



Day Thirteen, October 18, 2014 

Commitment...Because We’re Forgiven 
 

Luke 24:36-53 
 
At first they didn’t believe the reports of the women.  Jesus was alive, they 

said.  The disciples were troubled, filled with doubt.  Then, one by one, they 

recognized Him, fell at His feet, and worshiped Him.  He was alive!  Hope was 

reborn! 

 

But what about the past? Would He remember how they had deserted Him… 

how they had cut and run at the moment of danger?  How could they have been 

so faithless and unbelieving? 

 

Never one to upbraid or accuse, Jesus quietly reaffirmed His love for them.  He 

spent time among them on several occasions.  He allowed them to touch His 

hands and His side, to settle their doubts and be convinced of His reality.  He 

helped them in their daily needs: directing them to the location of fish when 

they had caught nothing and fixing them breakfast on the shore.  He opened 

their eyes to the Scriptures.  He gave them the promise of His Spirit, to be with 

them forever.  And then, He gave them a mission. 

 

When the disciples were renewed in faith and secure again in His love, He 

gave them a charge.  Those who had so glaringly failed Him in His moment of 

trial were entrusted with the greatest work the world would ever know:  the 

spreading of the Gospel.  The past didn’t sabotage the present or the future.  

Their failures would always be a reminder of the weakness of the flesh and the 

power of sin, but they would not be a  barrier to further usefulness.  These men, 

renewed by love and mercy, went on to turn the world upside down. 

 

God has always been faithful and forgiving!  And, like our counterparts in the 

first century, we have a mission to carry His truth to our community and to 

regions beyond. 

 

 

 
Things To Consider: 
 

1.  What is the most significant lesson God has ever taught you about the  
     importance of staying committed and not giving up? 
 

2. How has God been faithful despite your lack of faith? 
 
3. In Christ we are forgiven; in Christ we are for giving. 

 
 



Prayer Focus: 
 

As we look back at all God has done for us in the life of our church, Pray that 
our hearts are filled with gratitude for the Lord’s goodness.  Pray that Bethany 
Christian Church carries God’s truth to our community and to regions beyond.  
Construction of our Phase 2 addition will continue to afford us the opportunity to 
minister more. 



Day Fourteen, October 19, 2014 

Commitment...Because We’re Free 
 

Ephesians 3:8-13 
 

Several years ago in the unlikely town of Fulton, Missouri, the town fathers 

directed huge chunks of concrete to be hauled onto the local college campus.  

They knew there would be no better backdrop for a historic speech to be given 

in their little city. 

 

As chunks of concrete go, they weren’t particularly attractive.  In fact, they 

were pitted, scarred by blows, and smeared with garish graffiti.  But to those 

who saw them, carefully situated behind a podium on the broad green campus 

lawn, they were beautiful. 

 

The speech was by Mikail Gorbachev, former leader of the former Soviet   

Union, in commemoration of another speech given decades before in that same 

place by Sir Winston Churchill.  In that earlier speech — on the same campus, 

behind the same podium — Churchill coined the phrase “Iron Curtain” to   

describe the conditions in Eastern Europe. 

 

Half a century later, an ex-Soviet strongman stood at the microphone to talk 

about freedom...against a backdrop of large chunks from a fallen Berlin Wall, 

the actual remnants of that once-daunted “Iron Curtain.” 

 

Freedom.  What a wonderful word it is, and what a wonderful state to live in.  

Here in the U.S., we are blessed with a measure of freedom that is remarkable 

in the annals of modern history.  Yet this social freedom pales in comparison 

with the spiritual freedom we know and experience in Jesus Christ.  In Him, 

we have been liberated eternally.  And because of that freedom He has given 

us, we are motivated to commit wholeheartedly and unreservedly to Him. 

 

When we participate in the campaign to build a new home for our church, we 

are ensuring that the message of freedom in Jesus Christ continues to go forth 

from this place.  It is because we are free that we must do everything possible 

to spread the message of freedom to our community and beyond. 

 
 
 
 



Things To Consider: 
 

1.  What are some practical ways you can share the joy and reality of your  
     freedom with others? 
 

2. How are you exercising your freedom in Christ? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that the message of Freedom from Sin found only in Jesus Christ          
continues to be preached from Bethany Christian Church.  Pray that God gives 
us guidance in how to best spread that message to Daviess County and the 
surrounding counties. 



Day Fifteen, October 20, 2014 

Commitment...Because We’re Joyful 
 

Philippians 1 
 
Prisons today are five-star resorts compared to those in which Paul languished.  

He enjoyed no heated cell with private toilet and sink.  There was no mattress 

for sleeping, no TV room for relaxing, no well-stocked library for reading and 

study.  There was only the dark encasement of roughly hewn stones, filled with 

putrid odors and the pungent reminders of human depravity.  Perhaps worst of 

all were the chains, their rusty coarseness scraping his skin raw, constantly 

tugging at him. 

 

As if imprisonment were not painful enough, Paul had to endure something 

worse: the stinging criticism of those who called themselves his Christian 

brothers.  They dared to attack God’s apostle even while he was held captive. 

 

Stop and imagine yourself in Paul’s situation.  Feel the weight of the chains on 

raw skin.  Taste the nauseating swill that was his daily food.  Listen to those 

dreadful sounds of suffering that filled his ears day and night.  Look into the 

menacing eyes of the Roman prison guards. 

 

You are there.  You are suffering.  You are chained.  You are Paul the apostle.  

Now, what’s your attitude?  What fills your heart through the weary hours?  

Here’s what Paul wrote to his friends in Philippi: 

 

“Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel.  As a result, it has become clear throughout the 

whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.          

Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged 

to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.” (Philippians 

1:12-14, NIV) 

 

What an attitude!  Rather than being inflamed with furious self-pity, Paul is 

encouraged by the positive impact of his negative condition.  In spite of the 

severity, he is joyful. 

 

What a lesson Paul teaches us!  We have troubles and trials, sure; but what is 

our attitude, and what is our commitment?  Paul was joyful and he kept on  

giving.   
 



Things to Consider: 
 

1.  What is God teaching you today about joyfulness and the priority of giving? 
 

2. What is your attitude when you face trouble and trials? 
 

3. Does your commitment to Christ faulter, freeze, or catch fire during times of  
    trouble and trial? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that our congregation will remain committed even during troubles and  
trials.  Pray that we will keep giving even when there are setbacks.  Pray that 
our congregation sees the joy in making giving a priority. May we not be given 
to self pity because of fleeting problems, but rather exercise Christ - like com-
passion for people who still bear their sin burden alone. 



Day Sixteen, October 21, 2014 

Commitment...Because We’re Loved 
 

Philippians 4:10-20 
 

George Matheson was a bright, promising young musician when he received the most devastating 

news of his life. He was going blind. 
 

For several months, as his vision worsened, he had suspected the worst. But more painful than the 

crushing reality of his blindness was the reaction of his fiancée.  When he told her of his condition, 
she tearfully returned the engagement ring.  She said she could not live the rest of her life with a 

blind man. 

 

Stunned by her reaction and overwhelmed with self-pity, Matheson was reeling like a boxer falling 

to the mat.  Then, it was as if he were literally swept into God’s arms, encouraged and uplifted.  

Still disappointed, yet buoyed in spirit, Matheson sat down and composed a song. 
 

In one poignant moment, George Matheson knew more deeply than ever what is the true mark of 

the Christian — the unmistakable mark of love. 
 

That’s what his song was all about.  It’s a song sung by believers all over the world, even to this 

day — the great hymn, “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go!”  Through a hurtful trial, he was re-
minded of the love that would remain forever unaffected.  In so doing, he was able even to love the 

one who had rejected him, as his Lord had loved those who took His very life. 
 

There are so many reasons for us to express our commitment as members of this church family. 

We have been forgiven, blessed, protected, encouraged. But most of all, we’ve been loved. Our 

heavenly Father has demonstrated His love for us in that, while we were yet sinners, His own Son 

died for us!  The commitments we make, the monies we give, the energies we devote, are simply 

expressions of thanksgiving for all He has done. 

 
 
 
Things to consider: 
 
1. How can you express your commitment? 
 
2. How has God blessed your life? 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Let’s pray with joy and thanksgiving for all God has accomplished in this congregation’s 
past.  Let’s exercise faith in the present, and true vision for the future. Ask God to in-
crease our courage and commitment to the challenge before us, because of the love He’s 
shown us. 
 

 



Day Seventeen, October 22, 2014 

What a Great Dream Looks Like 
 

Genesis, Chapter 37 
 
In 1989, a movie was released called Field of Dreams. Kevin Costner played Ray Kincella, a 37 
year-old man who had never done a crazy thing in his life until he heard a voice one day that said, 

“Build it and he will come.” You see, when Ray was young, he and his father had a stormy rela-

tionship. As a rebellious child of the 60’s, he scorned his dad who loved baseball, refusing even to 
play catch with him. His father died before he could make things right. 

 

When he plowed his cornfield over and made a baseball field, everyone said that he was crazy for 
following his dream. But, through the magic of the movie, he was able to be reunited with his 

father when his father was a young man. The theology is certainly not correct, and the plot is no-

where near reality, but that is what makes the movies the movies. 
 

One thing is for certain, people will come to a place where their dreams can be fulfilled. God’s 

field of dreams is not in Iowa, but rather in the hearts of His people. How do we know what a 
dream looks like? This list below gives us a good description of what a God-given dream looks 

like: 

 
A God-given dream will stir your passion. 

A God-given dream will be humanly impossible to accomplish. 

A God-given dream will make an impression on you for a lifetime. 
A God-given dream will cause you to exercise strong faith. 

A God-given dream will be attacked by the enemy of our soul. 
 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 
1.  What element of your walk with God do you really get excited about? 
 
2. Have you ever embarked on a goal that seemed “impossible” but found  
    yourself unable to stop pursuing it? 
 
3. What can be accomplished for the Kingdom of God if His dream for Bethany  
    Christian Church is fulfilled? 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Pray that Bethany Christian Church is a true “field of dreams” where people can find and 
fulfill their dreams. Pray that the whole congregation is united in our dream to continue 
building a state-of-the-art ministry facility. Pray that we can move forward as one, so that 
the world can be won. Pray for church leaders to have discernment for decisions that 
affect this dream. Ask God to protect our dream from the distraction of the enemy. 

 
 

 



Day Eighteen, October 23, 2009 

When Your Dream is Delayed 
 

Genesis, Chapters 37 and 38 
 

Joseph found out what every dreamer finds out—not everyone is happy about 

your dream.  Joseph found out that people will envy your dream, conspire 

against it, speak against it, and even attack your God-given dream. Joseph’s 

brothers put him in a pit and then sold him as a slave to go to Egypt. Don’t you 

imagine that at that time, Joseph wondered just what in the world God was 

doing and if his dream would become a reality? 

 

Remember that every God-given dream must die a human death. That is, every 

dream from God will come to a place where it is impossible to accomplish the 

dream in human ability alone. God is sovereign and His timing is perfect.   

Remember Habakkuk 2:3b “It (our plans for the new church facility) will not 

be delayed.” Therefore, when we run out of resources and get to a place where 

we realize that the dream cannot happen unless God steps in, then God alone 

will get the glory when the dream is accomplished. His ways are not our ways 

and he does not delay a single day. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1.  Have you ever had a “God” dream before; something larger than you?      
 

2. Were you able to let go and let God? Or, did you try to accomplish it on your    
    own? 
 

3. Are you willing to let God have His way in your life in the accomplishment of 
    His dreams? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that Bethany Christian Church will continue to walk together with our    
God sized dream of expanding our ministry facility in order that we can minister 
to our members and even more of our community. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Day Nineteen, October 24, 2014 

Don’t Stop Short of Your Dreams 
 

Genesis, Chapters 39,40 
 

In 1930, two young brothers named Dick and Maurice McDonald moved from 

New Hampshire to California to pursue the American dream of being           

successful. After a few failed ventures, they struck gold when they opened a 

small drive-in restaurant. By the mid 1950’s, their annual revenue hit 

$350,000, and the brothers split $100,000 in profits. 

 

You might think, yes, the rest is history. But you may be surprised to know the 

rest of the story. In 1954, a man by the name of Ray Kroc came into the              

picture. Ray Kroc saw potential that the brothers did not see. In 1961, Kroc 

bought the exclusive rights to McDonalds for the sum of $2.7 million dollars. 

Now with 21,000+ restaurants worldwide, the rest of the story is history         

indeed. 

 

The lessons learned from this story are: 
 

Don’t pull up short of your God-given dream. 

Don’t allow someone to out-dream you. 

Don’t allow someone else to finish your dream. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. Have you ever completed a task or project, only to later think that you could 
    have gone farther or done better? 
 

2. What prevented you from pursuing all that was on your heart? 
 

3. Where do you think God was through it all. 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Prayer that Bethany Christian Church will pursue our God-given dream to the 
fullest potential. Pray that the achievement of this dream will result in more and 
better Christ followers for the kingdom of God. Ask God to show you ways in 
which you have stopped short of His best for you. Be a God sized Dream  
Chaser! 



Day Twenty, October 25, 2014 

Can You Trust God? 
 

Psalm 3 
 

There are two ways that people live their lives as they pass through this 

world—either remembering God or forgetting Him. They both acknowledge 

His presence and live their lives dependent on Him, or they pay no attention to 

His claims on them and live a life on the basis of their own understanding and 

abilities. The worst tragedy and the cruelest deception is the man who sways 

feebly with his lips, “I trust God,” but an examination of his calendar and 

checkbook shows no difference between him and the man who does not even 

make that claim. The question we must ask ourselves today is “Do we trust 

God?” 

 

The very nature of this question produces two possible meanings: First, “Can 

you trust God?” that is, is He trustworthy? Can he handle the decisions and the 

problems in your life? Secondly, “Can you trust God?” That is, do you have 

the ability to trust Him? 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 reveal some very important things about trusting God: The  

matter of trust is an all or nothing thing. Notice how many times the word “all” 

is used. The command to trust precedes the promise. Blessing comes after trust 

is expressed. This promise is conditional. Unlike many of the unconditional 

promises in the Bible, this promise of direction is given only to those who  

exercise trust in God. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1.  When has God ever let you down? 
 

2. Have you placed your trust in God? 
 

3. Are you prepared to give Him every aspect of your life, once and for  all? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that our congregation’s faith and trust in God will grow. Pray that we will 
allow God to be in control and that we are utterly dependent on Him and desire 
that His will be done. Pray that the fruits of our deepened trust in Him will result 
in guidance from Him. Ask God to identify an area of your life where you need 
to yield to Him. Give all the circumstance of that area to Him and then look for 
how He directs your path. 



 Day Twenty-one, October 26 2014 

A God You Can Trust 
 

Psalm 37:3-4 
 

God expects His people to trust Him and He is a trustworthy God! We were 

created to live our lives in dependence upon Him. Our knowledge is incom-

plete, our wisdom is inadequate, our power is ineffective; thus, we need our 

Creator. Sin in its very essence is failing to trust God. These verses in Proverbs 

tell us how we are to trust Him. 

 

We are to trust Him entirely (verse 5). God wants us to trust Him “with all of 

our heart.” That means everything from our salvation to physical, mental and 

social needs. That includes trusting Him with our families, marriages, jobs, 

relationships, finances, abilities, weaknesses, health, accomplishments and our 

failures. 

 

We are to trust Him exclusively (verse 5). God commands us to not depend on 

our own understanding. Why? Because He knows it is fundamentally flawed 

with an infection of sin. God is truly omniscient. He knows it all from            

beginning to end. He even knows the number of hairs on your head. So follow 

His leading from His Word, prayer, and godly counsel. He is on your side, so 

trust Him! 

 

We are to trust Him uniformly (verse 6). In all we do, in every decision we 

make, we are to trust His wisdom. Not just with just big things, but also with 

the little things. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1.  How is your heart towards God? Do you trust Him? 
 

2. When things get difficult, do you try to “take back” some of the responsibility   
    from God and attempt to finish what you’ve started on your own? 
 

3. Examine yourself. How can you trust God even more? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that all who come to Bethany Christian Church will be fully convinced of 
His trustworthiness. Take time to praise Him today for who He is and what He 
does. Take time to thank Him today for how He has directed our church’s path. 
Thank Him for how He has directed your path. 



 Day Twenty-two, October 27, 2014 

Discover Your Destiny…Like Abraham 
 

Genesis 14:1-15:6 
 

Chapter fourteen of Genesis records for us a significant event in the pilgrimage 

of Abraham. This godly man becomes a warrior as he joins in defeating four 

kings who have united against five kings of the valley. War would not have 

interested Abraham, except for the fact that Lot, his nephew was captured and 

taken into captivity. Today’s text picks up with Abraham returning as a       

conquering hero. His already high esteem in the eyes of others has gone higher. 

He is now known throughout the land. 

 

At this point in his prosperity, he is faced with a significant choice. In fact, his 

future destiny hangs in the balance of this choice. This choice is a spiritual  

battle and it is a greater battle than the physical one he just fought. Will he  

become worldly with all these material possessions or will he become rich in 

Gods eyes because he is a giver? 

 

Life is all about making the right choices. In this Bible passage, Melchizedek is 

a picture of Jesus Christ. With that in mind, one can see that Abraham made a 

wise choice by giving back to God a tenth of what God had given him. In your 

prosperity which comes from God, do you give the tithe back to Him? Spiritual 

growth will result from worshipping the Lord through giving. 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1.  How satisfied are you with what you have? 
 

2. If the answer is, “Not too satisfied”, where has your heart been regarding your 
    faithfulness to God’s Word in giving? 
 

3. Like Abraham, we all have a decision to make. What is your decision?  
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

Pray that our church will continue to grow as a giving church. Thank God that 
we are and desire to continue to reach beyond our walls and touch the world 
with God’s love through our talents, time and treasures. Ask God to reveal ways 
that we can grow in our giving. Pray about your personal giving and how you 
can become more generous. 



 Day Twenty-three, October 28, 2014 

Discover Your Destiny…Like Rebekah 
 

Genesis Chapter 24 
 

Chapter twenty-four of Genesis details the marvelous narrative of the servant of Abra-

ham who seeks out a bride for Isaac. Most interpreters see a story    behind the story in 

these verses. Abraham appears to be an example of Father God, Isaac is a picture of His 

son, Jesus Christ, and the servant who goes on the journey to get the bride corresponds 

to the Holy Spirit. 

 

This unnamed servant, when looking for a bride for the Father’s son, had one character-

istic in mind that she must possess. It was not natural beauty, even though Rebekah was 

naturally beautiful. It was not strength, even though she was strong. The servant was 

looking for a person who had the spirit of giving, for a giving person would bless the 

son, Isaac. When Rebekah gave him a drink and then offered to water his camels (which 

might take hours, by the way!) he knew that he had found the one for Isaac. 

 

The Holy Spirit as well waits in the background until He sees the spirit of         giving in 

you. Then He pulls out the riches and gives you revelation of the  Father’s plan.  The 

Holy Spirit is watching and waiting on your response to the   

opportunities to give in your life. (Genesis 24:12)  The Holy Spirit will       graciously 

confront you with the opportunity to give. (Genesis 24:17)          Rebekah was willing to 

give. She was going to the well to take care of her needs. It was her water, but she gave 

it away. (Genesis 24:18)  Rebekah was willing to go beyond the ordinary. If you are 

willing to go beyond the ordinary for God, He will go beyond the ordinary for you. 

(Genesis 24:19) 

 
 
 
Things to Consider: 
 
1. Have you wanted to be able to give more to the work of the Kingdom of God? 
 
2. What has your attitude been about giving? Do you give grudgingly or 
    cheerfully? 
 
3. How does your heart, and corresponding action, compare to that of  
    Rebekah’s in the area of giving? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Ask yourself how you will respond to our Lord as He reveals His plans and His 
purposes for Bethany Christian Church? Ask God how you can participate in 
fulfilling the destiny of our church. Envision yourself re-investing a greater por-
tion in Christ’s Kingdom of what God has entrusted to you today. 



 Day Twenty-four, October 29, 2014 

Discover Your Destiny…Like Jacob (Part 1) 

 
Genesis Chapter 28 

 
Jacob was the black sheep of the patriarchs. His resume was filled with many questiona-

ble incidents. Today’s passage finds Jacob running from the consequences of his actions 

and falling asleep at a place called Bethel. While he was asleep, God revealed Himself to 

him in a personal way. It was then that the God of his fathers became his personal God 

too.  Before we see how this destiny moment changed his perspective about giving, let’s 

look at the point where God showed up in Jacob’s life. 

 

God reveals Himself when we are at the end of ourselves. Jacob’s scheming and trickery 

had brought him nothing but failure and rejection. When he stopped running and fell 

asleep at Bethel, he had nothing. It is when you are at the end of your rope that God re-

veals Himself to you in a personal way. 

 

God reveals Himself when we are alone. Silence is worse than a prison when we are not 

right with God. God came to Moses when was alone with his flocks in Midian. God 

came to Isaiah while he was alone in the temple praying. God uses the times we are alone 

to reveal Himself, for usually, that is when He has our undivided attention. 

 

Jacob was forever changed at Bethel. When God became personal to him, he immediate-

ly vowed to give God a tenth of everything. This personal encounter with God changed 

Jacob from a taker in life to a giver. Personal encounters with God result in changed 

lives. 

 

 

Things to Consider: 
 
1. Do you find yourself attempting to “work” and “maneuver” your way around  
     challenges and financial crises? 
 
2. Have you ever gotten alone with the Lord, told Him what you are dealing with,  
    and then listen to Him for the answer to those problems? 
 
3. Do you desire to be a “giver” and not a “taker”? You can if you will take the  
     time to have a personal encounter with God. 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Pray that everyone touched by Bethany Christian Church will experience a        
personal relationship with God, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Ask the Father 
how your personal faith in Him can be revealed by your involvement in giving 
more generously to help with our continued growth. Get equipped to share your 
personal relationship with God. If you don’t know God in a personal way, pray 
and ask Him to meet you at “your Bethel.” 

 
 



 Day Twenty-five, October 30, 2014 

Discover Your Destiny…Like Jacob (Part 2) 

 
Genesis 28:16, 22 

 
Today we continue with our look at Jacob’s encounter with God. Because of 

this experience, Jacob went from being characterized as a taker, to being 

known as a giver. It was all due to meeting the living God personally. Look at 

the God he met: 
 

God is a Dream-Maker. (Genesis 28:12) God came to Jacob with a dream 

for a glorious future. God always puts dreams about the future in our hearts. 

Jacob awoke to a wonderful truth. Beforehand, he did not know that he was at 

the house of God and the gate of heaven. God delights in giving us dreams and 

then seeing them come to pass. 

 

God is a Promise-Keeper. (Genesis 28:13) God reveals Himself not with 

just a generic name for God, but the covenant name of Yahweh. God is a God 

who makes promises and keeps them. He does what He says He will do. 

 

God is a Word-Giver. (Genesis 28:13) He speaks, The verse says, “and He 

said.” God reveals Himself clearly to His people through the Bible which is 

His oral worlds in written form. Jacob had been stumbling around wondering, 

until he heard the voice of God. 

 

God is a Living God. (Genesis 28:13) God does not identify Himself as “I 

was the God of your grandfather Abraham” but rather, He says, “I am the God 

of your grandfather Abraham.” 

 

 

 
Things to Consider: 
 

1.  What dreams have you had that you believe have originated with  God? 
 

2. Are you beginning to see that dream come to pass in your life? 
 

3. Do you believe that God will be true to His Word and finish what He inspired?  

     
 

Prayer Focus: 
 

Take time in prayer to praise and worship God for who He is to you. Love Him 
back in a real and personal way today. Pray for our Ministers and staff as they 
seek God’s direction. Pray that our congregation will have their hearts prepared 
to respond to God’s vision for this congregation and each step of this people 
project. 
 



Day Twenty-six, October 31, 200914 

How Much is Too Much? 
 

Mark Chapter 14 
 

The story of the Bethany anointing is one of the few stories of Jesus’ life that is con-

tained in all four of the gospels. So impressive was this event that it was indelibly writ-

ten upon the disciple’s hearts so that they never, ever forgot this act of devotion. Mark 

uses it as a prelude to the passion events. It contrasts the hatred and rejection that Jesus 

was receiving at the hands of the rulers and the people. This act of worship and devotion 

stood out as an act of love that the Lord deserved from all, but was only given by a few. 

 

May this deed be received as a call to worship for us today. May this deed make us ask 

ourselves the question, “How much is too much?” This woman’s act set a standard of 

sacrifice which none can do better, but all can match. That alabaster bottle was very 

valuable. It was worth a year’s wages. Plus, it was to be saved for the most important 

occasion of one’s life. What is the most      extravagant thing you have ever done for 

someone? What is the most extravagant thing you have done for the Lord? What can we 

learn from this Scripture? 

 

Real love is always extravagant. 

Extravagant love is always criticized.  

 

Jesus always comes to the defense of those who are criticized for being       extravagant 

in their devotion to Him. 

 

 

 

Things to Consider: 
 
1. Have you ever felt as though God was calling you to be “extravagant” in your   
    giving to His work on the earth? 
 
2. How did you respond? 
 
3. Are you willing to respond to the prompting of the Lord, no matter the cost? 
    
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Pray that the people connected to our church will love Jesus so much that they 
will be extravagant with their giving of their time, talent and treasures. Pray that 
God will create in you an extravagant heart towards Jesus. “And the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume (her generous gift)”. John 12:3 
Ask The Lord to move each of us to Honor Him with what we have, while we 
have the opportunity. 



 Day Twenty-seven, November 1, 2014 

Power of the Future 

 
Exodus Chapter 14 

 
God’s power does not operate until we move beyond the realm of our possibilities. As 

long as we can do it in our own strength, there is no need for God to display His power. 

We must move beyond our abilities if a watching world will ever see the power of God. 

This feat is seen clearly in our text as the    recently freed Hebrew slaves found them-

selves surrounded by impossibilities. Before them was a sea that could not be crossed. 

Beside them was a barren wasteland. Behind them was an enemy that desired to capture 

them and take them back to where they had been. In this difficult situation they had 

three  options: 

 

They could go back. 

They could stand still. 

They could go forward. 

 

For the children of God there in only one real option: go forward! As we move forward 

under God’s direction and by His power we must be careful. Around us are many roads 

that can only lead to defeat and death. Doctrinal deviation, isolation, cowardly compro-

mise, and division are to be avoided. 

 

Before us there is a future. There is a land that flows with milk and honey. This future is 

as bright and powerful as the promises of God that we find in             Scripture. 

 
 
 
Things to Consider: 
 
1. Have you ever had the feeling that you were totally out of control, unable to    
    move from a difficult place in your life? 
 
2. Do you realize that the three “options” facing the newly freed Hebrew slaves 
    are the same options that we have when facing a difficult challenge? 
 
3. Did you ever consider that instead of feeling like your back was against the  
    wall, that it might be the Lord’s gentle hand, leading you to a new place of  
    comfort, prosperity and peace? 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 
Pray that Bethany Christian Church  will not be afraid to move forward with God. 
Ask God to give you a promise out of His word to claim for our church. Pray 
about an area of your life that needs to move forward. Ask God to exert His 
Glorious strength in each one of us so we will spring over every hurdle that lays 
before us. 

 
 



 Day Twenty-eight, November 2, 2014 

A Memorial For Gratitude 
 

Joshua Chapter 4 
 
Joshua had instructed the people to carry large stones from the bed of the     

Jordan River and place them on the Caanan side of the river. Arranged        

together, these stones provided a memorial of God’s power, provision and  

purpose for the children of Israel. The Israelites would periodically return to 

this place, Gilgal, to express their gratitude for victories won in this new land. 

Significantly, they were commanded to bring their children with them on these 

occasions. 

 

Carefully read Joshua 4:19-24. When the people of Israel were obedient to 

God’s instruction regarding these twelve stones, it provided a great opportunity 

to teach and instruct the next generation. “And he spoke unto the children of 

Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come,      

saying, what mean these stones?” A child’s natural curiosity opens the door 

for a parent to testify of God’s remarkable power. Parents should lead their             

children back to the place where God has demonstrated His timely provision. It 

may be a story, a place, or even a picture, but whatever it is, let them see it over 

and over again until it becomes a defining moment in their lives and a              

monument to God’s grace. 

 
 
 
Things to Consider: 
 

1. God has done great things in your life. When facing a new challenge, have  
    you ever looked back at that last victory, realizing that the same God who got 
    you through will do it again? 
 

2. What legacy will you leave to your children that they can look back on to  
    inspire them that God is faithful and will work in their lives as well? 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 
 

God is offering us another excellent opportunity for this entire church body, 
member by member, to build a “memorial of gratitude.” Communicate to your 
family members and friends that this memorial is not merely a building or a 
piece of property; it is, more importantly, the experience of trusting God and 
seeing Him come through. Gilgal was not just a pile of rocks. It was a powerful 
reminder of our indebtedness to God. The greatest heritage we can leave to the 
next generation is such a memorial of gratitude. 




